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Ye ſhall command your children to obſerve to do all the words 
of this lam; for it is not a vain thing for you: it is 
your life. ; f Deut. xxxii. 


Quod enim munus reipublice eme majus meliusve 
poſſumus, quam ſi doceamus atque erudiamus JUVEN= 
TUTEM ; his præſertim moribus atque temporibus, 
quibus ita prolapſa eſt, ut omnium opibus refrænanda 
atque coercenda fit? Cic. de Div. Lib. ii. 4. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Sermon was preached at an annual 
meeling, which may apologize for its length. To 
a ſociety of youths, which the candid will confider as 
an excuſe for whatever may appear exolic: what would 
have been impertinent to others, may be allowed (we pre- 

ſume) not improper to the young and inexperienced. 
I is printed now, becauſe *©* the beſt ſervice we can do our 
country is to form the manners of youth, eſpecially in 

* theſe times of luxury, in which all manner of helps are 
* neceſſary to bridle and reſtrain their impetuoſity. 
That this weak effort may ſerve that purpoſe is the earneſt 

prayer of 


R. ROBINSON. 


CAMBRIDGE, Jan. 17th, 1772. 
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S E R M O N, Ke. 


Ps ALM cxliv. 11, 12. 


Rid me, and deliver me | from ſtrange children, whoſe 

mou ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a hand 

of falſhood : that our ſons may be as plants grown up 

in their youth : that our daughters may be as corner- 
ſtones, poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. 

AVE you never obſerved, my Chriſtian brethren, 


the wiſdom and ſeverity of that puniſhment which 
the law of Mees inflicted on a diſobedient ſon? Ja man 


have a fiubborn and rebellious ſon, who will not obey the 
voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that 


when they have chaſlened him, will not hearken unto them: 
then ſhall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and 
bring hem out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate 


of has place: and they ſhall ſay unto the elders: of his city, 
This our ſon is flubborn and rebellious ; he will not obey our 


voꝛce; 
Deut. xxi, 18, &c. 


voice; he is @ glutton and a drunkard : and all the men of 
has ciiꝝ all lane lim with: feancs that he die. So fhald thou 
put away evil from among you : and all Iſrael ſhall hear 
and fear. This is a very ſevere law; it ſeems at firſt 
alike to violate the light of nature and the Jaw of love. 
Every parent recoils at the thought of correction: a reli- 
gioys parent is, particularly averſe to it, for he knows the 
infirmities of human nature, and makes the proper allow- 
ances. If a father could execute ſo ſevere an office, is it 
not an excefs of feverity to require a mother's concur. 
rence ? All tenderneſs as ſhe is, muſt ſhe have no com- 
paſſion on the ſon of her womb? Muſt ſhe-become cruel like 
the oflirich in the wilderneſs? Was it only a private cor- 
rection, or known only to domeſtics, it would be painful; 
but here the parents mult expoſe the criminal, and pub- 
liſh the crime, as well to the cenſorious populace as to 
the inflexible magiftrates of the place: yea, the doleful 
hiſtory muſt be told, and re- told through all the tribes of 
Iſrael, thai all may hear and frar. Had the law flopped 
here, it would have been extremely mortifying ; but it 
proceeded to. a. ſhocking death, not by the, hand of. an 
executioner rendered dreadfully (kilful by, practice, but 
any man, every man, all. the men of has city ſhall ſtone him 
with ſlanes that, he die. 

Severe as this law was of itſelf, it might become much 
more lo by circumſlances. What if this rebellious ſon 
was handſome! his ſeatures regular, his mein genteel, his 
addreſs eaſy and affable; (and ſometimes all theſe qualities 
are blended with immorality,) would it not diſtreſs one to 


ſee ſo much beauty overwhelmed with ſo much infamy ? 
What 


Ia. xlix. 1 Lam. iv. 3. 


3 


What if the natural abilities of his mind were great! if 
greatneſs of capacity, fruitfulneſs of invention ; if all that 
forms a ſuperior genius was united in this lovely youth 
with diſobedience : (and this' you know is ſometimes the 
caſe) would it not reader the execution ſtill mote diſtreſ- 
ſing? What if a liberal education had cultivated bis na- 
tural abilities! If he had been learned in all the wiſdom of 
the Egyptians, a linguiſt, an aſtronomer, a philoſopher, 
a firſt-rate ſcholar ; falas my brethren, ſome of the ſineſt 
ſcholars have been gluttons and drunkards !) would not 
his death have been more horrid ſtill ? Suppoſe him the 
fon of a noble family, whoſe anceſtors had held the firſt 
rank in the ſtate, or the higheſt offices in the church. 
Suppoſe him an only ſon, on whom, as on an axis, all 
the hopes of the family roll d. Suppoſe him 
but we need not proceed, enough has been ſaid to con- 
vince you that ſeverity marks this law, and that 
Moſes when he received had reaſon to exclaim, 4. ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake! 

Yet, this law, with all ies ſeverity, was full of wiſdom. 
The more intereſts involved in the puniſhment, the 
ſtronger the motives to avoid. The Moſaic &conomy 
was calculated ſor the temporal proſperity, as well as for 
the eternal felicity of the Jews; now nothing is more 
cloſely connected with both, than the religious education 
of children; and to ſecure that was the deſign of this 
inſtitution. None of theſe public puniſhments were to be 
inflied; till private correftions had been repeatedly 
tried: if all means uſed to inſtill virtue, or to reform 
vice proved ineffeftual, then, but never till then, 


was 


— 


ad. aa IA ad. om oÞdite. ads. 


rn 


1 


was this ſacrifice to be made for the public good: then 


the unhappy youth was to terrify by his death, thoſe whom 
he had refufed to edify by his life. What parent foreſee- 


ing the conſequences could refuſe to watch over his ſon 


night and day? Who but would avail himſelf of all the 
ſoftnels and docility of childhood, of every method of 
inſinuation and inſtruftion, of all the power of a good 


example d in a' word, Who but would attempt every 


thing to reſcue à child from this calarnity? leſt} great as 


the affliction might be of itſelf, it ſhotild be Nill © increaf- 
ed by refleCting that the negligence of the father was the 
murder of the ſon. In ſuch a caſe, citizens around and 
conſcience within, like thunder claps redoubled, would 
reproach a parent: his ears and his heart would tingte 
with Deftruftion upon deſtruction. Thy way and thy doings 


have procured theſe things unto thee. This 13 thy dicke, 
1 is bitter, itreacheth unto'thine heart. 

Not only.was this law intended to intereſt paretits in the 
education of their children in general, but ĩt was alſo parti- 
cularly pointed at that part of parental conduct, which, of 


all others, is the moſt ſatal to youth: Imean, a ſooliſh 


fondneſs. If ſeverity hath ſlain its thouſands, indulgence 


hath ſlain its ten thouſands. Human nature ſeems even 
in its infancy conſcious of its dignity, that it was formed 


to govern notto truckle. Very early therefore it aſſumes 
authority. Parents ſhoulddire& this noble natural diftate 
to its proper object. Inflead of ſubmitting to be govern- 
ed by their children, they ſhould teach their children to 
govern themſelves. II it can be done by mildneſs, well: 
if not, ſeverity muſt be tried. The author-of this- law 

perſettly 

Jer. iv. 18, 19. ä 


DR 


[TY 

perfectly underſlood human nature, and wiſely direfted 
a parent how to avoid a penalty, which might at once be 
both a motive and a law. ¶ when they have chaftened him 
he will not hearken to them : then ſhall they bring him out. 

Yea, in caſe of a public execution, the work iſſue that 
parental negligence and youthful obſtinacy could come to 
here: even in ſuch a caſe, the ſtatute is ſtamped with the 
legiſlator's wiſdom: the-careleſsneſs of one might rouſe 
thouſands into activity; the death of one might ſpare an 
infinite number of lives, for all 1/rael ſhall hear and fear. 

All Tfrael fall hear and fear. Should Iſrael refuſe at- 
tention to this'important fubject; Should Iſrael count the 
things of God's law ftrange things; Should Hrael lothe her 
huſband and her children, the wauld deſerve the keen re- 
proach of the prophet, Thou haſt not walked after the ways 
of the heathen, nor done after their abominations: but as if 
that were a very little thing, thou waſt corrupted more than 
they all in thy ways: far the heathens abounded with ſage 
waxims on this head, and thought 4 the moſt diligent 


* uſe of them ſcaxcely ſufficient to reſtrain the corrupti- 


on of human nature.” (1) Some of their wiſeſt lawgivers 
precluded. the ill. uences of parental weakneſs hy 


forbidding a private education, by making the inſtruction 


of children an affair of ſtate, and by impoſing. laus of this 
kind under the moſt rigoraus penalties: So far from tole- 
rating a careleſs looſe education, they have been thought 
40 corny their-ſeverities even too far. 12) Heathens of the 

. 5 haighbeſt 


433 — Tag 7% OYEENE 
 AMAPTIAZ run . Iſot. ad Demon. Idem ad Nicoc. 1. 
"NR Mewerab. Lib, 85 * Lib. in. cap. Wes 

ue. lib... 


(e) Solon, Lycurgus ae. 1B 
Hoſ. vi, 128, Excks xvi, 45. 47- 
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higheſt ravk, and of both ſexes have educated their chil- 
dren themſelves: (g) and knowing the futility, of precept 
without example, have governed themſelves with a ſcru- 
pulous delicacy for their children's ſakes. (4) Theix hi- 
dorians aſcribe their gationel grandeur 10 an pniverſal 
viriue inſtilled in childhood; and to the want of it, the 
worlt agree with the wiſeſt in aſcribing their national ruin. 
(5) Dayid. who, beſides poſſeſſing all the natural ſagacity 
and penetration of a great prince in common, with the hea» 
thens, was inſpired with the holy. ſpirit ; David. I ſay. 
knew the importance of a good education, and in this 
pſalm tells you, how cloſely perſonal domeſtic ente. 
nal happineſs are conneRted with it. O0 1 


| This 


0 As Aureli the mother of Julius Caf, æſar. mother 
ELL: Cornelia the gf Joi of the G 4. W de 
year cap. xxviii.—The mother of Agricola. Tacit. vit. Agtic. 
Err, n t Auicus, Corn. Nep. in vita Allici. cap- J. 
Emperor Auth us himſelf educated — and Lucius, 
whomhe kad adopted.” Seton. in vit. Aug. cap. iv. | 


(4) Cato Cenſor | tanti exompl fuit, ut Manliom ſenata moverit, 
Se 8 F1ura uxorein ſuaviallet: _—_ ſe a 

Ag Mien Mang zip lexum eſſe. Et H. 

ich 5 comicun we pcs eite re —S Joe 

er. 

Lib. ü. cap. xxv. Plut. vit. Catonis Cene. Utinam ſberorum 


poſtrorum mores. non ipſi deremus, dec. 15 4 Lib. 1 
. 2. See Juv. Va wi, PI Qunt We 


(5) Bello « et ce, foris et Joi, » em Romana 
vita" tum fe Ho Flor. 5. go en 8 bees 

Foſiquam, remoio meu Punicg, EASE 1 0 

a antea, ſed torrents modo cipitati: adeo JUVENTUS luxu 

avaritia corrupta eft, uti 5 no dicatur, ane wes + uw neque 

h i hahere polſent res familiares, nc wr] ne - Ive fragm. 


Salluſtii. to the ſame. purpoſe, Polybiùs, Li ok, ald others; 
he lalt of whom hath. this remarkable. ke decades unquam 
atrocioribus pop. R. cladibus, magiſve juſlis judiciis approbatum 


eſl, non elle curæ deis ſecuritatem noſuam, elle Uigonene. Hiſt. J. 3. 
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This pfaltn' is che language of a prince who wited bt. 
people's proſperity : that their garnirs might be full of all 
manner of flores': that theit ſheep might bring forth. thou- 
fatids' and thi thouſantth in H "frets : chat their oxen 
might be fat for Naughter, or Atong for {abbdy : that there 
might be neither robbety nor beggary in their Nreets: no 
opptefiive migiftrates, nor complaining people! and as 
if all theſe bleſſings were to be derived from the charafter 
of the pebple, and the character of the people from the 
education they had tereided.; our text is a prayer ſor the 
youth of judea. Deliver me from the hand of ſtrange chil. 
dren, that our ſons may bt as plants, and fo on. 

"I cis pal was cotipofed in David's old age, it was 
che voice öf His on experience, as well as of obſervati- 
on, hiſtory,” and inſpiration. Not only had he obſerved 
the happineſs of him vhoſe e was a Fruitful vine by the 
fes of lis ibi: whoſe” chifdren were lile olive-plants 
round about his table, thriving under a wiſe cultute: not 
only had he heard the fatal effects of Eli's negligence: but 
bis on indulgence of his- ſon Adonijah; had well-nigh 
coſt him his cron and life; Aim, his father had not dif- 
Pleaſed ab any time, in ſching. "why haſt thou dune fo * A 
"fad * therefore” nad taught him, that it is not 


Haber the Spyri, 


E e e manes, et ſubterranea regna 
* C PUERI CREDUN'T. 


Sed iu vera puta. Curius quid 2 et ambo 
Scipiadæ 7 Quid Fabricius, maneſq; Camilli ? 
«1 Cremere legio, et Cannis conſumpta JUVE * 
Tot beilorum!' ele 3 Juv. Sat, Il, y, 148+ 
InazRBIS JUVENLS, 8 cuſtode remoto, 2712 
Gaudet equis, caribuſque, et apfici | ang campi, &e, 
* or. de art. poet. 161. 
Plat. cxxviil, 3 Sam. it, 2. i. 1s 1 __ Verſe 10. 
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3. in eodem ſen 


(12) 


enough for God to give a man * viddory over his enemies; 
{this indeed he is thankful for) but he muſt alſo have œco- 
nomy in his family to make him truly happy. What pa- 
rent in this aſſembly is inſenſible to this ? Yes, young peo- 
ple; ; children which God hath graciouſly given his ſervants; 
we bow eur knees to the Father of heaven, and bleſs him 
for our paſt deliverances, preſent enjoyments, and future 
hopes; yet how ſhall we ſing the Lord's ſong,when ke calleth 
as in a ſolemn day our terrors round about,whenthoſe that we 
have fwaddled and brought up, the enemy of ſouls conſumeath? 
Now therefore tand Hill that we may reaſon with you before 
the Lord. Bleſſed ſpirit, who knoweſt our utter inability 
to ſpeak or hear as we ought ; whoſe wiſdom alone can 


diftate, whole power alone can impreſs thy word to ſay- 


ing purpoſes, merciſully enlighten our minds, and ſanctiſy 
our hearts in this ſervice. Amen. 

To explain and inforce our text is all that will be at- 
tempted. It is neceſſary. to explain it, that we may form 
a clear idea of the nature of early obedience: and to inforce 
it, that we may feel the neceſſity of reducing our know- 


ledge to practice. Theſe are means of God's appointing, 


but asthey are only means, I truſt you will pray while we 
ſpeak, that the Lord would make them eſſegtual. May 


he that dwelleth between the chexubims come and /ave you! 


Rid and deliver me from ſtrange children. Strange chil- 
dren, either means foreigners ; not natives of Judea, (6) 
| | but 

© Margin, 


(6) Alienum pro alienigena, ſen grino itur. Vii in In, [xil. 
E paſſe ere — er mitur. 


IITwxps jar aeg N ZENOL, ENO N ov. . | 
aka. S Oed. Col. 1 400. 


Gen. l 5. Lam, i ü. 22, 1 Sam, xii. 7. Pſalm laxx. 


846 
but young people of neighbouring idolatrous nations; con- 
ſequently, people whoſe notions about the deity and di- | 
vine things, ; were erroneous, and whoſe company might | | 
therefore be dangerous to the ſound principles of the Jewiih [| 
youth; this perhaps is meant by their mouth ſpeaking va- 41 
nity. Or, by firange children.we are to underſtand, chil- | | | 
dren not born in lawful marriage, (7) whoſe guilty; parents, i 
aſhamed of ſuch, children, often abandon them to their na- | | | 
| 
| 


tural propenſities to vice, without being able to oppoſe a 

good example of their own, or an holy education by.others. 

The company of ſuch muſt be dangerous to the. morals of 1 
the Jewiſh youth, ſor their right hand is a right hand of 1 
falſhood. Or the phraſe „range children, may even mean I 
thoſe whoſe vicious inclinations defeat the beſt of educati- 
ons. (8) From each of theſe the Pſalmiſt prays to be de- 
livered. 1 ; 

Free from evil company as a 8 5 ads * 1 | 
beggary, may our /ons grow up as plants in their youth, '1 | 
may they acquire ſtrength, of body, and ſruitſulneſs, or | 
wiſdom of mind. As trees take their form while young, | | 
and unleſs they thrive then never gain any conſiderable =; 
ſize after ; ſo may our children profit early by the inſtrue- l 
tions. of their parents and \ maſters, for if that ſeaſon af 
pliableneſs and docility be ineffeQual, it is not bkely that 
any aſter-inſtruftions ſhould-avail. ' © 


| 

on | 

May our daughters be as corner: tones poliſhed after the | 
| 


"_ —_—_——— 
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| femilitude of a palace, that is, may they ſtrengthen and 
adorn - their” We? their country, and the en of 


God: 


ohr Filius aki id a ks neretricis. Prov. Vit. 8. ſcortis I! 
peregrina _ in Terentu Andti. Eun, ot horm, 
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(44 ) 
God: t eh end mey every thing that rengtticns and 
adorns their bodies or their rifinds be perpetuated among 
wem. ' Butlthefe ſentences are figurative, both in gene- 
ri are put fot ſtreng ih and beauty, among heathen as well 
a ſaecred writers. (q) Let us quit the figure and purſue the 
meaning. Divid prays for ſtrength” and beathy of body. 
Strengtir and Beauty of nd: Strength and beauty of 
oral virtur. Strength” and beauty of cru chriftianity. 
When theſe things are found in- youth, then do they fe- 
ſeinble loſiy timbers of richlyiladen frult trets, then are 
they the colinns of # building. vhKſe baſts ſiippotr; widfe 


capital adorr the Whole: or, as out text èxprelfethi it, 


tien are dur nf al Pant gion 1h in ili ' youth; our 
nl nn r PRI yy: * Car Pmilitide UG a 
Palate.-* © ne! 121 2449548 L 

N * eh of body. The human body Is one f 


of the Crestor's nobleſt works a compałt and delitate 


machine; edrfally-and'whiderfully'conttived" at once to 
ſerve e Crentor's glory and our utility: "Ati! What pity 


that it ſhould ſo oſien be: debaſed to the vilelt purpofes 


dd God. or be qs te 160k mifehief f or lun rie car to 
adit Nanda; or mate mas mouth ulteriately to 5405 Cod, 
ms ponge Wie WY rhe faite / Cod? 


„41 36H A RN VF a | T Pea 
(9) Pandarus et Bel, aides cs 1549978" 
f Quaos ovis eduxit luco lyeſtris, wo vel 
' > Abvetihu4 JuVENEs | patriis et bas ©quos. | 
n een —_— 072% $& V5 
10 f * | 2802 Ving, An) Lid, ix. 6724 
o 4 Aſi. Virg. A. 1. A 


PE. Wer Homines zun efſe bitrem ' "FT 

wh : | | Brien un d h pirentey f 1 1 „ 5, 6 SLIM 

Et fundamentum ſubſtruunt libero K * 
Hine coluein Wette or, da "Plane, MORA. 1. C. a. 


Pſal. cxxxix. Pſal. xciv. 9. Ex. iv, iis James iii. 9. 


63860 

1 fpcak after the manner of men. becauſe of dle inſirnity g 
your fleſh; for as ye have yielded your members ſervants 46. 
uncleanncſo : even /o now yield your members ſervants ta 
righteouſne/s, Young people reverence your bodies: A- 
void luxury which enervates, and 1 
which preſerves them. on 

Accuſtom yourſelves to a e ths. wy 


deteſtable in young people; and what, think ye, is the 
high road to theſe? js it not conſulting the appetite more 
than the health ?. is it not tickling the palaje, with deli- 
cacies ? and will not an immoderate uſe of even the maſt 
plain and ſimple foods conduct to the ſame end? A vo- 
racious appetite is a misfortune, a dainty one a curſe. and 
a diſpoſition to.increaſe rather than diminiſn theſe evils, is 
deviliſh. How amiable the patriarchal Graplicity;! then a 
bl balm ang a little honey, a ſew nul, ſpices, and almonds, 
were preſents for a prince, cake. baked on the earth. 
' veal ſerved up with butter gnd mit was Abraham's fealt 
when Angels were his gueſts. . Accordingly, they reaped 


the bepefit of their frugality, they had the bleſſings of 
heaven above, the lain: of the decp beneath, bleſtngs of 


the breaſts and the womb, their bows abode in ftrength, .and 
Ilie 2 2. of their hands were made ftrong by the hands of the 
mighty: God of Jacob. Have * or "drunkenneſs 
theſe advantages? | 

Accuſtom . yourſelves to..a decent 420. Cleantinels 
we expett from the pooreſt, modeſty and decency from 
the richeſt ; ſome diſeaſes. follow rags, others robes : the 
way of bealth is the middle way and exceſs. does but an- 


nein old age, and meet its infirmities balf way. If 


A. faſhion 
Rom, iv, 19, Gen. all 11. xvüi. Xlix, 25. 24+ 


tony and drunkenneſs, are odious vices in any. moſt of all 


e 


taion be your law, you are enſlaved to a cruel taſk- 
maſter, whoſe precarious edits, with all the penalties 
annexed to them, it will be your glory to free yourſelves 
from: nor will your freedom coſt you much, you can- 
not be at alofsfor a guide: If no apoſtle will direct you, 
if no thoughtful heathen will direct you, (1) be inſtructed 
dy thoſe that have fallen a ſacrifice to fondneſs for dreſs : 
See there, inftead of a ſweet ſmell, a flink; inflead of & 
girdle, a rent; inflead of well iet hair, baldnt/s inſtead of 
4 flomacher, a girding of ſackcloth ; and burning inſtead of 
beauty; In this age of luxury you need rv far for 
ſuch fad examples as theſe. | 3 
Proper exerciſe is e e r dan af fee 
bodies. Idleneſa, which is an enemy to every thing good, 
is irreconcileable to health: nor is there a more pitiable 
character than a youth benumbed and ſtupified by this in- 
toxicating folly. By indolence the nobleſt advantages of 
body are uſeleſs : while induſtry and application give 
ſuperior places to inferior qualifications. One claſs of 
diſeaſes await indolence : -another violence: theſe are 
_ officers 


venit, populumque in luxuriam lapſum, 
tate ſua ad uſum frugalitatis revocavit, Matronas pudicitiam, 
et obſequia in viros, pueros modeſtiam, et literarum ſtudium doce- 
bat. Inter hec 28 —— virtutum frugalitatem omnibus 
ingerebat; conſecutus que di aſſiduitate erat, ut matronæ 


auratas veſles, cetera que dignitatis ſuæ ornamenta, velut inſtruments 
Iuxuriz deponerent, , , . . pre ſe ferent es vERA ORFANMENTA 


MATRONARUM - Au NON VEGTES ESSE. '' 
_ Joſt. Hiſt, L. xx. C 4. Seng. Pet. B. 9 6 6 
h  Ambubaiarum collegia, pharmacopol . © | {1 
NMendici, mime, trones ; hoc genus omne 


Maſtum ac follicitum eſt cantoris morte Tigelli: 
Quippe benignus t. Hort. Sat. i. 8. 
| in. . . 


Crotonam 
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officers of the King of Kings, placed on either ſide of 
the road to keep us in the; only ſafe path. In lawful 
buſineſs, in proper relaxations, in every ſtage oſ liſe avoid 
theſe two extremes, nor ſuſſer yourſelves to be deluded 
with the falſe delicacies of this age of. intemperance. 
When the ancient Romans wanted a dictator they fetched 
one from the plough : when man was in paradiſe he was 
ordered to dreſs the garden and to keep it: nobly exempli- 
fied by St. Paul, who could ſay, I have coveted no man's 
ſilver, or gold, or apparel, yea, you yourſelves know that 
theſe hands have miniſtered to,my geceſſuzes, and, to them 
that were with me. 

Let me add with the wiſe, wan, 4 . Much 
leſs is required ſor the health of the body than is generally 
allowed: yea, what is generally allowed, is perhaps one 
cauſe of the effeminacy and folly of the preſent times. So 
true is that ſaying, Soth ſulngſi caſteth into a _ feeep; ; and 
an idle ſoul ' ſhall ſuffer hunger ! 

What contributes probably more than all + to the health | 
of the body is a proper gayernment. of the paſſions, ab- 
| Raining from youthful luſts, following after righteouſneſs, 
faith, charity, peace, with, them (hat call on the Lord with 
a pure heart: but this belongs to the mind. Without 
purſuing this. ſubje& any ſarther therefore, let us in ge- 
neral obſerye, that an theſe depend the Strength and 
beauty of the. body,: a ſlave to ſenſuality is a mere brute, 
his very ſhape is diſguiſed; that the image of God ſhould 
be debaſed into ſuch brutality how dreadſul! Is it the 
| Bo of rde to Ss poiſons ? of che ey es to be red 
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with wine, or filled with adultery? Is fin the beauty of 
the deformity of the body ? the detorum or the diſtortion 
of the ſeatures? Shew me a ſenſualiſt, and a child cart 
n Whoſe image and ſuper ſcriphon is this ?—o © 
The health and ſtrength of his people's bodies may 
ſeem too trifling for David's concern. Not at all; he 
| acts perfeQly-in character: it is the father of his people 
| | whoſe compaſſion, it is the Lord of his ſubjefts whoſe 
1 policy, diftates the text. Health, and in order to that, 
| 
| 


temperance, is of the greateſt importance in a ftate. 
| Health makes a brave ſoldiery, a dauntleſs navy: huſ- 
4 bandry in the country, and ingenuity 1n the city ; the 
inventions of artiſts and the penetrations of ſcholars ; 


4 on the health of the body: all are impraticable attempts 
without it. Old people are diſcharged from theſe, and 
youth muſt bear the heat and burden of all theſe; yet 
which of theſe is an intemperate youth fit for ? Alas! like 

ſalt that hath loft its ſavor, he is neither fit for the land nor 
yet for the dunghill: he renounces at once the world and 
the church. Ah! when luxury hath enervated a youth, 
when to his anticipated old age the gra/shopper is a bur- 
den, when he ſtarts at ie voice of a bird, would he be im- 
priſoned for the truth, or burn in defence of it? Poor 
timorous fluftuating thing! too tender and delicate to 
adventure to ſet the ſole of its foot on ile ground, a little 
dirt is a Lion in the fireet : a cloud affrights from a religious 


exerciſe: the heat of a crowded audience, the cold of a 


thin one, are hazards too great to run for the word of 
God: yea the rigour of the cloſet makes meditation and 


Ys, 24 3 3 prayer 
Luke xx, 34+ Eccl. zii. 4, _ bea. x30 on «54: 


6 manufaftories at home and merchandize abroad all depend 
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prayer impracticable. Is this, young men, is this to 
grow, up like plants in your youth? Is this, young wo- 
men, is this to be 2 mw the. * of 4 
Palace. 

We ſuppoſe in 5 next place t that, the Pſalmiſt 
prayed for. the Arengil and beauty of his peopie s minds. 
David was himſelf a man of ſine genius, and à great part 
of the glory of his reign, was owing to his diſcretion in 
employing the capacities of his people in their proper 
ſpheres : his generals were lion - lile men, as ſwift as roes 
upon the mountains; he had a Joab over his hoſt; Jeho- 
ſaphat for a recorder; Sheva for a ſcribe; and Zadok 1 
for a prieſt; he found a Chenaniah to manage the vocal, i 
and an Aſaph to guide. the inſtrumental muſic of the tem- | 
ple; he could tell his ſucceſſor that there. were workmen * 1 
with him in abundance, hewers and workers of flone and | | 
timber, and all manner of cunning men for every manner of i N 
work e and this the ſcripture calls executing judgment and 1 
Juſtice among his people, We muſt ſuppoſe therefore, | 
that the capacities of his people are intended, and aptly | 
ſignified, by ne a tree, and potſang a ſtone, in the 

text. 

The body i is a curious e of wiſelf, but hom: it 
riſes in value when impregnated with an immortal ſoul! 
Indeed all our notions about the ſoul are rather negative 
than poſitive, (forgive me thele terms,) I mean, we can 
_ eaſier tell what it is not than what it is. It is immaterial, 
that is, it is not fire, it is not water, it is not air, it is not 
to be heard, ſeen, felt, meaſured, weighed, it is not like 
any thing that falls under the the notice of our ſenſes: 


| Ce but 
ch ' Chron, xi. 8. | xxii. 15. xviii. 14» 
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bat poſitively, what is a/ſpirit no philoſopher can define; 


no penciÞdeſcride; It is immortal, that is, it cannot die; 


but what is its/Tife ? In other things, dom excelleth folly 
as far as light excelleth en but in cis, zt K 
to the un ſe even as to the fol. 

The foul; like the eye, ſeems formed to {:ciicliiphhts 
other object, not itſelf z in contemplating them however, 
it finds itſelf capable of operations which no other being 
can perform. And indeed the more the ſoul reflects on 
iu on operations, the more ſubime and” god-hke does 
its nature appear: for in this, as in all other caſes, fober 
reafoning"*conduft to revelation,” nor ſtumbles at that de- 
claration in the image of God created he him. Ineſtima- 
ble jewel Þ Shouldeſt thou lay unnoticed, unpoliſhed in a 
body, like à diamond in '@ rock ? Wherefore is there a 
price in — of a Jour to get ih ſeeing he hath no 


heart to it? 


Rellect a en my young ſends; ot be Wonder 
eapability of your own minds. Every operation aſto- 


niſhes. Intelligence, for inſtance. How many thouſand 
different things do your minds comprehend the nature, 
and general properties of? Earth, air, fire, water, trees, 


plants, flowers, birds, beaſts, fiſhes, inſects, bodies celeſtial, 
and bodies terreftrial, one glory of the Jun, another glory of 
© the moon,” another glory of the flars. Grand peculiarity ! 
In this reſpett the pooreſt boy in the aſſembly ſurpaſſes the 
fun in excellence. The ſun, all glorious as it is, can 


neither -refle on its owti ſplendor, think of the moon, 


obſerve the planets, nor Wien any thing about the 
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worlds it illuminates ; but that poor boy can do all theſe 
things : the ſun hath revolved. on its axis many a cen- 
tury, but remembers nothing of all this ; the ſun will con- 
tinue to revolve on its axis many a century ill, but takes 
no pleaſure in a proſpett of its duration: alike incapable 
of ſenſation, rellettion, and hope. No, this is your pri- 
vilege, immortal youths, yours ithout diſtinction of 
rank, from the firſt Jorn of | him that filteth upon has 
throne, to the Ant. born of the Mare: !-ſervant that i 10 beland 
the mill. 

Be ſenſible of this dignity of your natures. know that 
this rich ſoil wants cultivating, and that we may apply to a 
negleRted ſoul what the prophet ſays of a deſerted, uncul- 
tivated country: thorns ſhall come up in her palaces, and 
neltles and brainbles i in the fortreſſes thereof: it ſhall be an 
habitation for © dragons, and a court for owls: the wild 
beaſts of the deſert ſhall a 44% meet with the wild beaſts of the 
Nand, the ſatyr ſhall cry to his fellow, the [creech-owl alſo 

hall reſt there, and find for here lf a a Place of reſt : there 

' ſhall the great owl make hef neſt, and lay and hatch : the 
Areams ſhall be turned into pitch, and the. duſt into brim- 
ſtone : he ſhall ' flretch out upon. it the line of 255 on, and 
the flones of emptineſs : the habitation of devils, the hold 
of every foul Spirit, a cage of every unclean and hateful ; 
bird. 

Would you avoid this ? Study your own geniuſſes.. « 2) 

| ou bath variegated the powers of the mind, as he hath 


* 
Ex. xi. 35. Iſa. xxxiy. Rev. xviii. a2. . 
(2) Hane habet vim præceptum Apollinis, quo monet, ut ſe 


quiſque noſcat. Non enim credo, id præcipit, ut membra noſtra 


aut ſtaturam figuramve noſcamus. Cum igitur nosce Te, dicit, 
hoc dicit, NO$CE ANIMUM TUUM. Cicer. Tuſc, Diſp. i. 22, 
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the ſeatures of the face. A great capacity is no merit to 
him that hath it; a narrow one no fin. In God's great 
houſe, there are veſſels of gold and of ſilver, of wood and of 
earth, ſome for the nobleſt, and ſome for the meaneſt 
uſes: it is not for man to ſay, Why haſt thou made me 
thus? but to purge himſelf that he may be a veſſel unto 
honour, andi: tfied, and meet for the maſter's uſe, and pre- 
fared unto every good t work, For want of ſtudying their 
OWN capacities, how many have diſgraced occupations to 
which they were not equal, when they might have ex- 
celled in, others for which God had formed them! Why 
abods ft thou among the ſheep-folds to hear the beatings of 


the flocks? Why did . continue in lar bor ? or Dan 
remain in his ſhips he 


When you know your own capacities, improve them. 
Other animals are inſtantly at the top of their perſection. 


| The little bee burſts its cell, flies into the fields, collects 


wax and honey, returns to the hive, forms A cell of exact 
dimenſions, ſtores it with honey, and i improyes no far- 
ther by age and experience: but it is not ſo with you, 


your powers improve by exerciſe, and exerciſe is eſſen- 
tial to. their improvement. If you would inveſligate 
truth, you muſt accuſtom yourſelves to reaſon: if you 


would have a tenacious memory, you muſt habituate 
yourſelves to remember: would you have a lively imagi- 
nation, exerciſe your fancy: all the operations of your 
minds, like the ſenſes of your bodies, have their own 
Proper  objefts : to be often turning them to theſe objects 
is your improvement. 
en all that Waben and ba cop your capacities. Your 
* minds, 
2 Tim, lis 20 . Judg. v. 16, 17. 
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minds, however expanſive, have yet their limits: th 
are not, they cannot be equal to every thing. Without 
enquiring whether our faſhionable diverſions be compati- 
ble with reaſon or religion: whether cock-fighting, box- 
ing, and ſuch diverſions of the poor ſavor moſt of reaſon 
or barbarity : whether card-playing, dancing, and other 
amuſements of the rich belong to politeneſs or buffoonery : 
(3) without enquiring this, it is enough to ſay that they 
divide and diſſipate the capacity, and in this caſe to diſſi- 
pate is to deſtroy. 

Avoid the profanity of neglefing to aſk the afſiſlance of 
Cod by fervent prayer, Pagans aſcribe all their excellen- 
cies to the Almighty; and the holy ſcriptures are abun- 
dant in this. Scripture is rational, but paganiſm is en- 
thuſiaſtic on this head. With the Heathens, all is done by 
the care and counſel of the gods. (4) An affecting tragedy, 
a moving oration, a flowing poem, are all impoſſible 
except to an enthuſiaſt, that is, to a man whoſe genius is W! 
animated and filled with the Deity. (5) The holy ſcrip- 
tures never fail to direct us to the ſame ſource. From i} 
God's infinite intelligence came all the riches and varie- 
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9 See what Tully calls HUMANITER VIVERE, in Epiſt. Lib. 
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Veram equitis quoque jam migravit AB AURE voluptas 

AD incertos OCULOSs, et gaudia vana. | 
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ties that were aſſembled in the fairs of Tyre, that covering 
cherub whoſe mercantile influences overſpread ſo many 
nations, It was he who direfted the carpentry, joinery, 
gilding, carving, and all the embelliſhments of the tem- 
ple ; yea the ſpinning of goats hair for the tabernacle. 
Not only doth ke diſcover deep things out of darkneſs, but 
his 2 dom finds out the knowledge of every witty invention. 
| Not only by him do kings reign, and prances decree juſtice, 
| but by him the plowman Ploweth all day to ſow, opencth 
and breaketh the clods of his ground; makes plain the face 
[ _ thereof, caſts abroad the fitches, ſcatters the cummin, caſts 
[ in the principal wheat and the appointed barley, and the rye 
| in their place. For his God doth inſtru him to diſcretion, 
1 and doth teach him. This a alſo cometh forth from the Lord 
q of hoſts, who is wonderful in counſel and excellent in 
| working. 

Finally, Let not the meanneſs of your birth and education 
diſcourage you. High birth and genteel education are 
ſometimes indeed the appendages of genius, but 
every body knows that wiſdom is often found 
under a ſorry coat. (6) Some of the greateſt orna- 
ments of our ſpecies ſprang from the dunghill. Empires 
have been governed by thoſe that could neither write nor 
read. Arts and ſciences: have been invented or im- 
proved by the illiberal and baſe-born. The higheſt are 
always indebted to the laweſt, and the miner that works 
in the earth, and the gardener that tills it, are links in this 
chain, for the ting hamfelf is feroed by the field. And here, 

one 


Ezek. xxvii. 27. xxviii. 14s Job xii, 22. Prov. Vill. 12,15. 


Iſa. xxvili. 24, 26. 26, 29. | 
(6) Hic Socrates pag rar ry hic Diogenes ; hic Cæcilianum Pla, 


alud ; Sœpe eff etiam ſub palliolo left ſapientia. Cie. Tuſc. ii. 2g. 
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one can't help obſerving the folly of chat diſtreſs, which 
too often harraſſes the breaſts of parents, whoſe families 
are large, and whoſe circumſtances are ſmall. Hath God 
but one way think you of enriching your family ? His 
underſtanding is infinite. He ſometimes poureth contempt 
upon princes, and /etteth the poor on high from afflition, 
making. him families like a flock. He can give your poor 
friendleſs child a form of body, or a ray of genius, 
which ſhall be a portion to him. God can give him a 
firmneſs of nerves that ſhall arm him with a dauntleſs in- 
trepidity, that iptrepidity ſhall puſh him to the path 
where courage riots in the midſt of danger; he ſhall not 
be afraid for the terror by naght, nor ſor the arrow that flieth 
by day : this courage animated by a conſcious integrity of 
heart, ſhall make him ſcale a wall, mount a breach, exe- 
cute a well-concerted. battle, gain a viftory, a victory on 
which/the lives and properties of thouſands depended ; 
and who pray would grudge his enjoying the reward? Or 
God can enrich by a ray of genius. He hall have the 
art of combining ſounds for muſic : colours for painting: 
figures for trade: and this art ſhall be to him worth a 
thouſand, ten thouſand, a hundred thouſand: pounds. In- 
finite God! How often have we ſeen the chief things of 
the ancient mountains, the precious things of the laſting hulls, 
the precious thangs of the earth, and fulne/s thereof, with 
the good-will of him that dwelt in the buſh, crown the head 
of a Joſeph ſeparated, from lis brethren? In view of this 
manifold wiſdom, ceaſe, O ceaſe, Chriſtian parent, to 


D Weep : 
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weep : Ariſe, lift up the lad, and hold him in thin . 
for God can male kim a great nation." 

David was too wiſe a prince not to pray for theſe ble 
ings. And his prayers were anſwered. | Solomon bis ſon 
ale three thouſand proverbs : and his ſongs were u thou- 
and and froe : he ſpate of trees from the cedar-tree that is tn 

Lebanon, even unto the h op that ſpringeth out of the wall. 
he fpake al/o of beaſts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, 
and of fiſkes. His people too received the bleſſing, they 
rut out windows, cieled with cedar, painted with vermilion, 
creſted palaces for their princes, and a temple for their 
God: thus, all adorned religion: thus were they asptants 
grown up in heir youth, bs ESO FE * Anil 
tude of a palace. | 

Our text is the prayer of a man who could "7 Doors 
of waters run down mine eyes; beeauſe they ' keep not thy 
law. We do not heſitate therefore to ſay that the text 
includes the ftrengi and beauty of moral virtue, Indeed 

if great mental powers be deſtitute of morality, if men of 
ſcience and genius be overbearing, babblers, quarrelſome, 
and dogmatical, unjuſt, impure, and infolent, all their ſpe- 
culations will be infults on good ſenſe, at beſt they will be 
trifles, of no moreimportanee to us than to know how many 
inches a graſshopper leaps at a time. (7) Virtue there e, 
a lonely and a la. ing virtue we with you all to purſue, 
Diſtioguith * ere mere moral from ſpiritual} a inments. 


Ou: Saviour faith, witout me e ye can do nothing, but to 
in fer 


0 een, Ares, red nge, ng. &c. Ariſtoph. Nub. v. 444 
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infer from thence, that, without the regenerating influ+ 
ences of the bleſſed ſpirit, we are incapable of natural, 
Civil, and moral actions, is not orthodoxy but extrava- 
gance. This would be to erect trophies to God's grace 
on the ruins of his providence. The God of grace is in 
perfeft harmony with the God of nature, and while we 
eſtabliſh Chriſtianity, we ſhould be cautious of advancing 
any thing to ſubvert it. The queſtion we aſk now, is not 
Whether a man can become a chriſtian without ſupernatu- 
ral aid, but whether be can be a good heathen. By what 


power did the heathens prattiſe ſo many praiſe-worthy 


actions 7 Whence came their modeſiy, probity, chaſtity, 
fidelity ? from. the ſpirit of God, or the dictates of con- 
ſeience ſrom the latter no doubt: from that ligt whick 
dighteth evary man that cometh into the world, St. Paul calls 
nataral religion the truth of God, and ſays, the Gentiles 
Which have not the law, do by nature the things contained 
in the law, What if the bulk of the heathens changed 
the truth of God into a lie? it is the truth of God till as far 
as it goes. Alas! did not the Jews render the law of no 
effeQ by. their traditions? and have not the bulk of chriſ- 
tians vitiated the pure religion of Jeſus too ? But to re- 
turn, what the heathens could do who knew not God, 
that ſurely you may do; that we ſolemnly charge you to 
do: left Sodom. and Gomorrah ſhould rife up in judgment 
againſt you. 

But what is moral virtue? It isa conformity to that re- 
lation which we bear to every being about us, and to that 
Teverence which we owe to ourſelves. Alitile reflection will 
ſoon inform a boy that he conſiſts of body and ſoul : that 
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the well being of the body depends on temperance, chaf- 


tity, induſtry, and fo on; that the excellence of his mind 
zs intelligence, and its happineſs a certain ſuperiority over 


thoſe paſſions that tumultuate and excruciate the boſoms 
of fools : to each of theſe ſpeculations he will perceive a 


practice annexed, theſe practices are branches of moral 


virtue. Again, we bear a relation to God, as creatures 
dependent on a creator from whom we have received all 
we enjoy, from whom we hope to receive much more ; 
an theſe accounts, as well as for his own inexpreſſible 
grandeur and beauty, we owe him the higheſt admiration, 
the profoundeſt reverence, the moſt unbounded confi- 
dence, with conftant acknowledgments of prayer and 
praiſe. Once more, we bear the relations of children to 
our parents, of brethren to our brethren, of neighbours 
to our neighbours, of ſubjects to our prince, of fellow- 
creatures to all our ſpecies: ſome of theſe relations are 
diſtant, ſome are near, but all have duties belonging to 
them, and the diſcharge of theſe is moral virtue. This 
moral excellence, this piety towards God and benevolence 
to men, this, which the heathens call virtue, and which 
our ſeriptures, eſpecially the book of Proverbs, term 
wiſdom, (8) is ſo well dictated by your own conſciences, 


that I need only at preſent refer you to them. 


' Pagans indeed carried morality far, but the church of 
God always exceeded them. What profane hiſtory pre- 
ſents ſuch characters to view as our patriarchs, prophets, 
princes, and apoſtles ? The former were mere fhrubs3 


the latter frees E r e 7 Fai of © the Lord; 
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the heathens.rough unhewn ſtones; the people of God 
corner Rones poliſhed after the ſimilitude of a palace. And no 
wonder, the church had advantages which heathens were 
deſtitute of; theſe advantages are yours young people, 
and let nobody frighten you from them, under pretence 
that works done before converſion are ſinful : Ever believe 
that theſe. things are good and profitable to men, and that 
though after all in ſome ſenſe you will be unprofitable ſer- 
vants, mere heathens and not chriſtians; yet if you negle& 
theſe things, you will be worſe than the filthy heathens 
whom the land ſpued out before you. 
Me wiſh yon to excel the whole heathen world; we 
pray that you may become ſolid, amiable chriſtians, and 
would fain by you tranſmit the precious goſpel to poſteri- 
ty. This everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and 
ſure, was all David's defire for his family, as well as all his 
Jaloation for himſelf; He fore/aw the Lord always before 
| tas face, reſted in his fleſh, rejoiced in his heart, was glad 
ith his tongue, becauſe God had fworn with an oath to 
tum, that of the fruit of his loins, he would raiſe up Chrift 
to . fit on his throne: to compleat our text therefore, we 
don't doubt but he prayed for the ftrength and beauty of 
true chriſtianity. Will you prevent me by ſaying, this is 
God's work, we grant it. But what do you infer from 
that ſound maxim ? that you may riot in a tavern, or fleep 
in a bagnio, if God wants he can call you? abominabe 
inſerence! deteſtable reaſoning ! turning the grace of 
God into wantonneſs. Alas, poor ſouls! Is it thus you 
"underſtand "IVE bibles ? __ the PO. ITY 
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4 new. heart will 1 give. you, and I will: put. my ſpirit 
within you, and cauſe. you i walk in my. flatutes, and 
you ſhall. lathe yaur ſelves for your ahonnatzons.; nat 
to.y0u: Is this orthodaxy ? hear what follows. Thus 
the Lord, I will yet for this be enguired of by the houſe 
2 to. do it for them, What God hath joined to- 
gether, let no man put aſunder. 

You are thereſore to pray for the bleſſed ſpirit, the ſoul 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, the church: and that you may 
the better know what to pray for, attend to theſe ſew 
hipts. Chriſtianity begins in ſelf-knowledge, and if God 
imparts. his holy ſpirit to you, it will fill you with a clear 
conyiRian of the blindneſs of your. underſtandings, the 
obſtinacy of your wills, the irregularity. of your paſſions, 
ina word, of the depravity and corruption of your hearts: 
ſrom the ſulleſt evidence you wil lament the crown is 
Fallen from our. head ; uo unte us that we hage ſinned. 

The bleſſed ſpixit will teach you the nature and uſe of 
the lau: that it requires perfect obedience, that to ſup- 
poſe the contrary. is to make God the authar of ſin ; that 
it extends to the thoughts and intents of, the heart, that | 
the. whole world is therefore guilty before God; that it 
convingeth of fin, but that by the deeds of the lau no fi 
Hall be juſtified in his fight. | 

The band that thus. wounded. will n to beal 
vou, by exbibiting the glorious redeemer, (be his name 
ever venerable to us!) in the dignity. of big perſon, the 
merit of his obedience and death, the preyalence of his 
intarceſſion; in a word, in all that glorious aſſemblage of 
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qualifications Which render him à fibner's ſurety.” In 


view of this, as Mofes lifted up eie tr pont in the wilderatfs, 
ſo would we lift up the faviour in the miniſtry. And as 


we may ſappoſe u tender parent, in that diſtreſſed camp, 
would carry in bis arms adying, ferpentbitten child, and 
point his eye 40 the remedy, ſo have your parents brought 
you hither this day, hark ! Ir Mail come to paſs that who» 
Joever looks ol tive. Tis n 
be ſaved! e 

Faith, este love, n grace - ern 
maintained. nnd compleated by the Tame fpiriz. If you 
have theſe pray for their increaſe. It is the harmomy | of 
theſe that forms the real Chriftian, all are eſſential to his 
character, and the want of one proves the abſente of allt 
Without - faith il i impuſſible tv phuſe God, and without 
love the moſt unbounded liberality, the deepeſt petierra« 
tion, the zeal of @' inartyr, and the zongue of Bet 
would be nothing in the fight of God, | 

The holy fpirnit alſo teacheth his diſciples to add boden 
Faith, virtur; to virtue, knowledge; to knowledge, temperuntvt 
to temperance, patience ; to patience, gouline/s ; to godlineſs; 
brother ly-kindneſs ; amd io brotherly kindneſs, charity. He frees 
from ignorance andintemperance, the vices of the profane ; . 
and from impatience, bypocrify, and bigotry, the viees of 
the phariſee : and thus he makes your calling and elethion 
ire to yourſelves, and to the church of God; and when 
you die, miniſtreth an entrance abtndanily unto you, in 
the pee ard. une of our AE” and Saviour Nes 
yp Finally 
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Finally, he will lead you to the-ſource'of all; the ever- 
laſting and diſtinguiſhing love of God in Jeſus + Chriſt. 
He will ew you that Jeſus, and all his rich ſalvation is 
not the procuring cauſe, but rather the ſtrong ; expreſſion 
of the love of God: and on repeated views of this im- 
menſe treaſure and your participation of it, you will fre- 
quently'cry, Thine O Lord is the greatng/s, and the power, 
and bie glory. and the victory. and the majeſty: for all that 
is in the heaven and in the earth is thine : thine is the 
kingdom, O. Lord. and thou. art exalted as head above all. 
Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, * proife thy ** 
ous name. But who am 1 1 
We have ſaid, pray for thaſe A e 1 a 
mare. Diligently hear God's word preached... Search the 
| ſcriptures... Chaſe the company of good people. Study 
yourſelves. Learn your hymns and catechiſms. Begin 
wich che ſimple, thence, proceed to the ſublime truths of 
the goſpel. Believe, in ſpite of all the floriſhes of falf; 
hood, chat as,theſe ſimple means ſpread chriſtianity at firſt, 
and reformed it when it was corrupted; ſo they, are the 
moſt likely to ſucceed ſtill. No man, having drank old 
wine flraitway defereth. ne; for he faith. the old is better. ! 
Put all theſe things together, aſſemble.them in one 
youth, and he riſeth an angel to view, In an agreeable 
healthy body, a capacious well cultivated. mind ; a con- 
dutt made up of the ui and the louehy; a ſoul enriched 


with every grace that dignifies human nature, beholding 


as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, and changing i into the 


language while he * The Lord i 25 is firength and ou, 
l BOY * ble 


John. mi. 16. 1 Chron, gt. bn is. 14 Ie v. 35. Phil, iv. 8, 
XV, u. 


ſame image from glory to glory. What melody in his 


he i is bitome my » ſaloation ; : ht is 16 my God 277 7 wall prepare 
him an habitation : my father's 5s God and I will exalt him. 
The venerable elders with his parents bleſs him: bis paſtor 
in the name of, each ſaith, Cod before % my Ale 
did wall; the God who fed + me all my 1 tife long ; ; the angel 
that redeemed me from all evil, bleſs the' lad, may þ he grow 
into a multitude i in the ; midſt of the earth. | 

Thus we underſtand our text. Indulge me with your 
attention a little longer, v while I endeavour to inlorce your 
obedience. May the finger ol God write everlaſtiog cha- 
rafterson your hearts ! | 

© Pardon me if I tell you that i ignorance 9 makes per- 
ſuaſion neceſſary: for did you indeed fee vice in its own 
proper undiſguiſed features, did you but ſee virtue, in its 
own ſymmetry and beauty, you could not but chuſe virtue, 
and refuſe vice. Every object of thought produceth an effect 
on the mind, as ſenſible obje tts produce their effects on 

the body. I. may remove from a fire, but, 4 cannot ap- 

proach i it without feeling certain Yenfations.1 in my and] ; 
at one diſtance, I am warmtd; at a nearer, heated ; 
nearer ſtill, ſcorched ; , and at another approach 1. am 
burnt. It is Juſt the ſame with the mind. Ty may turn .my 
eyes from virtue, but I cangot Joak' but r muſt love. J 
may avoid reſlecting on vice, but if I refleQ, 1 abhor. 
| Fixed and unalterable Jaws, as independent on me as the 

motions of the planets, determine theſe ecki. But y you 
turn your eyes from theſe, or what's worle, you f ſee them 
through falſe mediums; through faſhion, 6r cuſtom; 
through an endleſs train of prejudices ; through the opi- 
rons' of thoſe that lve Without! rellebt gg, ati die wich- 
out repentance. 1 
Gen. xlviii, 15. 


Muſt 
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Muſt ye then atempt to perſuade you ? Why, * 
can be faid which hath not been ſaid a thahſand times ? 
and, ſhall we again flow upon the rock? P Yet Gad i is rich i in 
mercy, therefore behold, I will this once cauſe ou to know. 

Conſider young people the authority of 66 It is God 
who faith to you, remember your creator in "Ad days of 

your youth : he ſpeaks it in big word, he ſpeaks it by his 
miniſters, he ſpeaks it by your o own canlcjences. Were 
you angels, it would ſhock, one, to hear you ſay, Whots 
Fehovah | that 1 ſhould obey his voice? and will you like 
little ferpents, will you rear your preſumpluous crells, and 
hiſs at him? will ye alſo diſannul his Judgment ? will ye gen- 
demn him that he may be ri hteoug? haſt tou an arm hike 
God? or canſt thou thunder with a voice like him ? 4 1 
naked "before him, and deftruftion hath no covering: 
| pillars of 1 heaven tremble and are afton ſhed at his . 3 
he divided the fa with his four, and by his under landing 
he ſmuteth through the proud: who hath hardeyed hamſe Ha- 
gainſt him and hath proſpered P true, he 25 ow to anger ; 
but yet great in power, he will not at all acguit the wicked. 
True, he ts good, a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble ; : but 
yet, the mountains quake at ham, and the halls melt, and the 
| earth i 15 burnt has, 2 dea the world, =S all that 
dwell therein, Out of Zion the Perfection of heauty, God 
hath already ſhined, but by and by 4 he ſhall come, and, ſhall 
not hee, filence, a fare ſhall devour, be gore him, and it ſhall be 
ver y tempeſtuous round about ham... He ſhall call to the heaven 
frn above, and to the ll, that he * . 85 People. 
n | O qcquaint 
Amos ty, 2 3h braut * 23 Io b 
, | | 
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0 achuainb Jour ſelots not with Aim, and beat peice: there 
by good Jhdll come unto); -,. Tow 
Rates on. "the nature of what you are invited to. Every 
dillter e ereatüte Tedks' 'A good ſuited to its nature, and Kee 
found that good! enjoys it doth the wild aſs bray when he 
hath gra of loweth the ox or his fodder ? But y you, 
While you live in fi, violate every Aickate of tafure, as 
well as every command of ſctipture. You love bappi- 
nels: we alk you to love God with, all your heart, and 
you tell us, this would deſtroy all your happineſs. | 
fooliſh people and anwiſe! bas religion no charms then ? 
no rewards ?' what vice is it that appears | fo defirable, ha 
clothed with ſo much beauty ? What! ches Full of adullerj J. 
a tongue fe on x fire of hell, a mouth full 70 cur ing and bil- 
ſerneſt, a heart deceitful above all things aud d eſperatey 
goicked ! What ! brute beaſts that corrupt themſelons, clouds 
Erwven about with the winds, raging waves of T the Je fea,  Jom- 
ang out ther 1 | ſhame, the blackneſs of of darkne for eper, 
are theſe the charms that allure you ? O0 bin neſs and 
"madnefs f Look at that old bench. grown grey in the 
devil's fervice; his bones gre "full of the fin of his 1 oth, 
which ſhall” lis FW with him in the duſt.” Though ſorty 
years ago withedneſs was ſweet in his mouth, Yet he feb 
the pojſon of ajþs, how the gall of aſps i is within Aim. 
Is that poor, decrepid, guilty thing finking” undet the 
weight of infirmities and iniquities, is that your model 
young men? O'could your ſee the tempert of his fs beart as 
you do the features of his face, you would Tet a an image 
of him whom ſcripture calls the dragon, that old ſerpent 
: TT 


b, vi. 3. 2 Ba. ö li, 1 James iii. 6. Rom. iii. ude xiii, 
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which i is the dewal.,. formidable creatures my "os come 
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lovely, all deſcription throws a vail over its beauty. 
Don't, judge of virtue and vice metaphy ically : aſſemble 


M Dee 


on the one band. che vicious of. every age and climate; 
the Caius, the Pharachs, the Judaſſes, the. whole world 
of rebels, with, Satan and his, infernal legion at their 
bead; place on the other, the juſt, the generous, the 
metk, the | benevolent people of God, thoſe whom the ear 


* . 


2 when it heard, whom the eye gave witneſs to. when it 
ſaw, with i ihe brightneſs of the Father” s glary at. their head. 


One of el che companies you. muſt imitate, one of theſe 


you. mult jou Join, Land alfociate with for, ever. . Conſcience, 


» \ 4.5 


5 conjure thee: in the name ef God to rn * Ahl 


" Think ee on our, my 7 85 ia bee 


reer 


15 iniquity deſtroys; for Hoods RI decei wm men 
ſhall not hive out half their days.” It i is the intereſt of your 
Joul, which without religion is irretrievably loſt ; far 
ut þ olin 74 no man ſhall. ſce. the Lord. lt! is the intereſt 

sf) your family ; : for the £4 of the Lord is i in the houſe of 
the wic ched ; but he Bleſſeth the habitation of the "Tuſt. It is 
.the "intereſt 0 of your e ; for there i is that ſcat- 
= tereth 
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tereth and yet increaſeh; and there ts that. withholdeth 
more than is meet and it tendeti to poverty... It is the 
intereſt of your, diverſions ; for. the wicled man travelleth 
with pain all his days, a dreadful ſound is in his ears. 
It is the intereſt | of your charaſter: indeed, in a world 
made up of, zighteous and, wicked, it is impoſſible to gain 
the applauſeg of both; yet ſomehow. or other, even a 
wicked man's; conſcience will approve bat he, hath not 
the courage to imitate; ke, that ſovell purenęſo of heart, 
for the grate of his tips. the ting" ſhall. be his. friend. In 
youths in manhood,. in old age; abroad, at home, at 

meeting, at market ;- alone, in company; in proſperity 
and, in, adyerfity;. in the. gaieties of, life; and in the 
agonies of death; religion, i 3$iyour beſt and uk in- 
. 2M „K tn Vas! 7 Cl lo bool d: „ide 241 | 
| Meditate:a,moment:on. be neceſſity. of protons, Th 
vors conſer obligations which all but [devils love to diſ- 
charge. Ingratitude is a vice ſo black that the world diſ- 
ons and detaſis it. But if you perſiſt in ſin, are you 
not 'gmkty:ofu.the moſt hãtèſul ingratitude 7 You are a 
rational creature capable of enjoying God: you are of 
that ſpecies: bf rational which God went ;to; redeem, when 
he paſſe by angels: you was born in Chriſtendom, not 
in the, wilds. of America: not in the boſom. of Popery, 
Where the beauty of Chriſtianity is hid under. diſguſtful 
ſuperſtitions, but in a reformed church: your magiſtrates 
have protected you: your miniſters inſtrutted-you : your 
parents taught you: thouſands of ſriendlhy hands have 
: affiſted you: all theſe become ſupplicants to you, all theſe 
. * e thine iniquity. Will yu. like @ 
25 wil 
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wild afs, fauff up the wind at you Pleaſure, and practically 
Ich there is n hope. No, for I have loved! flraiiyeys, and 
after them will I go? ende of an, 1 A thy 
nung /f 0 thy rn 

Lock fit the Rite of the th euch. A —— Is 
the nobleſt aflbciation-in the world; te world, like the 
houſe of Obed.edom, is bleſt for the atk's ſakes Your an- 
bello wehe Halle of this Wert they” harafded their 
lives and properties to plant religious aſſenſbldes: And ur 
you more cond erned to ſuppbti an aleihbuſe elub than to 
vphoſd this ſodiery ? A ſceiety vaſſtmbled by ie expreſs 
direttion of the diy wife God; purchaſed'by the invalis- 
ble price of ChrilF's blood, Teptthted and fatitified'by the 
Holy Spirit. Shall the lives'6f ile apolllet; the labours 
of the fathers, the blood of ſo many martyrs, the tehts of 
your parents, theptayeryof your miniſters; ; -ſhall all theſe 
go to ſuppbrij and will you deſtrt ir? Diſliefling:thoaght ! 
-eſpderally tb thy! ſather ! O Ei he wiſhes: Tor- Davicbs 


bleſning, - 4 % grown up lile à plant in hid'ponth;-zo whom 


when he dies ue might ſay, Iguthb way wf\allthe dart, but 
thou art a wife man, and inowel what thou' onghthft\to u. 
Cruel ſon! wilt thou imbitter daath' to tha god dd 


man by robbing him of this his only hope ? Wilt thou | 


bring doth Wi g ey hairs with ſorrow to the grave? Was 
you rewarded-actording/ us [your /works;: ES lay 
their hands dt jou, and hiſi you out of your place. 

| Conſider finally therefore e Hue of all: for pus 
according ts your works you will undoubtedly: be. 
Kew ren the Ree ſvene” HH the re it is but 
us 
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as «the fine dawn ofthat day inwhich Sodom was deſfroyed. 
Preſently perhaps the Lord will reign upon the wiched ſnares, 
fire, and brimſlone, and an horrible tempeſt, far him that 
toveth violence lis faul always hateth, What if the Lord 
delayeth his coming ? Carry your thoughts forward to 
the longeſt period af life, at laſt comes death, you muſt 
die, willing or unwilling, ſtupid or afraid, a laiterer ip 
God's vineyard, or a lahgurer iv the devil's, the day will 

finiſn, and you muſt die: but how ? Terrors ſhall take 

hold on you as waters z 4 tempeſt ſhall fleal you away in the 

night, an eaſt-wind as a, florm Hall husl you aut of your 

place, Dreadful as death is, after it comes judgment. 
How will you look the Judge in the face ? There, ip the 
preſence oſ thayſand thouſands that miniſter to him, of 

ten. thouſand times ten thouſand thet land befars him; 
there, when the [ea gives up the dead which were in it, and 
death and hell deliver up the dead which were in (lem; there, 
when /nall, aud great Land before Cod; there, to the Anci- 
ent . days, whoſe purity. is incanceiyable, whaſe venge- 
gnce is inſuſſerzble, to. him who. Hriles through kings in 
the day of bes wrath, who. confoundeth the praudeſt Gn- 
ner, and accepteth the meaneſt ſervice; te him will we 
folemgly deliver you up, and fay, This our fan; was Hub- 
born and rebellious, be would nat obey our. voice. he was 
a glulton and a drunlard. Then what would you. give if 
all Ifrag] might fone you with Rones, that, you might die ? 
No, death would be mercy 3. the Judge ſhall ſay depart | 
into everlaſting fire. . Fearful ſolemnity of inflexible Juſtice! | 
when hell from beneath ſhall move 10 meet thes at thy coming; 
when 


Gen, xix. 2 2. Pſa. xi. 57 6. _ Job xxvu, 20, 21. Rev. xx. 
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When he who'bleſed himſelf in his heart while Me heard the 
eoords of the curſe, ſaying; I ſhall have peace though I add 


drunkenneſs to thirſt, Mall lie under all the curſes of inis 


Bool; when the anger of Fehovak and his jealouſy fhall 
"ſmoke againſt him, and ſhall blot but his name from under 
heaven, | When all that fear God: all ſay Hallelujah, 
While your /moke riſeti up for ever and erer. When 
theſe friendly tears of a compaſſionate firanger thall be 
dried up; "theſe ? Alas! even your parents, free from the 
weakneſs of the paſſions, and full of the equity of the 


puniſhment, your parents ſhall 8 no F but con 


Rejoice over her thou heaven. 
Let us finiſh, Do you Nay, pray to the Lord for 


is, that" i none of theſe things "which yo have ſpoken 


may come upon us? We will do ſo chearfully, being 


F Hectionately deferous of you, we. are willing to impart 


"unto you, not the * goſpel of God only, but alfo our own ſouls, 
becauſe you are dear unto us ; but in vain we do all this, 
except you repent and pray for yourſelves. Some of you 
have religious parents, whoſe lives are bound up in your's, 
who wait to aſſiſt and encourage you. Go generous 
youths, refrefh tlitir bowels in the Lord. ' Obey the dictates 
of nature and fcripture.” "While their repeated inſtructi- 
ons drop like tie rain, an bit 7 as the dew, may you grow 
"like the cedam in Lebanon. W hen he that Planted, and 
they that watered are dead, may you flouriſh i in the next 
generation, trarifwitting to your children, and to your 
children's children the precious goſpel which we commit 
to you: and when you have out-grown this nurſery, may 
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you be tranſplanted into the paradiſe of God, trees of 
life, flouriſhing in unfading verdure for a thouſand gene- 
rations. SA | 1 i 

- Others of you perhaps are /ons of flrangers, whoſe pa- 
rents (I bluſh to ſpeak it in your preſence; unnatural pa- 
rents! what puniſhments? ', . But I are you) 
'whoſe parents, careleſs about their own ſouls, have aban- 
doned yours. Poor orphans / how much are you to be 
pitied ? Therefore pitiable becauſe rational. Had ye 
been mere animals, lion's whelps, the old lione/s would 
have learned you to have catched prey and to have 
devoured men: yea even the ſea-monſters would have 
drawn out their breafls to their young. But your 
fathers ' have ſinned, and you have borne their ini- 
quities. They have negleQed, however, they have 
not deprived, you of reaſon, Come therefore, be not caſt 
down. with overmuch forrow. Know that it is the glory 
of the goſpel to be acceſſible to the poor and illiterate, and 
one page of your catechiſm will teach you more of God 
and godlineſs, than all thg wiſeſt of the Heathens ever 
knew. (g) Let not the ſon of the flranger that hath joined 
himſelf to the Lord, ſpeak, ſaying, the Lord hath ulterly ſe- 
parated me from his people, behold I am a dry tree. For 
thus ſaith the Lord unto them that keep my /abbaths, and 


chuſe 


1 Cor, vii. 28. Ezek. xix. Lam. iv. 3. v. 7. 


ud enim TrALEs ille princ byſicorum ſciſcitantĩ 
c. 2 divinitate certum Mer prog 4 deliberandi ſ | 
fruſtratus ? Deum gQguiLiBET OPIFEX CHRISTIANUS et invenit, (i 
et ultendit, , . . . . licet PLatTo affirmet factitatorem 
univerſitatis, neque inveniri facilem, et inventum enarrari in omnes 
difficilem, Tertulliani Apol, Cap. xlvi. 
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chufe the things that pleaſe ne, and tale hold" of my cove- 
nant; even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in my houſe of prayer: for my houſe ſhall be 
called an houſe of prayer for all people. Come then, turn 
this promiſe into prayer, ſay; O Lord, our fathers ſiave in- 
herited vanity and lies, but in thee the fatherleſs. findeth merey. 
The church is Betheſda, 'a houſe of mercy; ſome Paul 


will plant, ſome Apollos water, and God wil give the 


increaſe. 
Parents; children, benen mae echte tab offi 
cers of the church, rich, poor, whoever or whatever you 
are, members of our community, or of any other, I 
charge you all, as you will anſwer it at the great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord, reſpett the word of God which you. 
have now heard. Vou have not been liſtening -to the 
little peculiarities of a patty, but to truths which all our 
communities profeſs to believe.” Forget every thing but 
the common Valvation, join wich the Pſalmiſt' in the text. 
Rid and deliter us from ſtramge children, that our Johns. may 
be as plants grown" up in their youth; our daughters as 
corner-flones poliſhed after the fomilitude of palace. Happy 
is the people al is in ſuc a caſe!" Vea happy i4 that people 
whoſe Cod 15 the” Lord! To Hite gt — 
ever. Nes. Pes de ci nn 
| N xvi. 19. Hol. xiv. Ze 1 $ On, lit, 6. Judeii ui, 


« D C 
8 ** 


* 0 1 f 4 127 I. 
9 * ö ry, * * = 

#, « . , {8 #7453 ' A >. oY _ £ Fa : ” * 7 \ 

a by : 2 , -4 
0 8 . 4 FU 
b 3ODE9 91 0.75 4b Sb 6,500 
Al 91 1 * U TE 0 EY # * f C — - fy "ag 
b " . 4 . 8 CT 1.817 7073115; 

£31443. ' WP" 

A > \ 4 . EDT 2430 29 
3 151 I 9 fn 11] + » THE," EN 13 o 1 222 211111 eis 
S % FS &# . * 


(= © 4 ns), — 1 R . : 
- 4 A. 9H, ) 


